
Intro to BLV's engaging the Bible group and Matthew Bible guide:

The Bible is our greatest tool in helping us understand who God is and his character.  
As we begin to engage with the Bible, it can lead us into deeper understanding and 
connection with God. 

However, this requires that we approach the Bible in the way it is meant to be 
approached. 

It is a collections of writings, that depict God's relationship with people and the world.  
However, each of these writings(which make up the different books of the Bible) is 
written by a particular author, in a particular style, to a particular audience, in a 
particular culture, addressing particular issues. 

And most importantly, each of these books were written to be a single piece of writing. 

It was over 1000 years after that last book was written that people began to break up 
these books into chapters and verses.  

This is really helpful for us today, because rather than saying, somewhere in the 
middle of book of Joshua, we can now say Joshua chapter 4 verse 12.

However, this also opened up the door for people to just pick out particular verses and 
ignore their context. 

Thus, when we don't read the books as a whole, we can end with the phrase we hear 
so frequently, "The Bible obviously says, such and such."  The only problem being, 
that one set of people will see the Bible "obviously" saying one thing, and another set 
of people will see the Bible "obviously" saying the exact opposite.  

And that is what this group is all about, so we don't become those people who say "the
Bible obviously says," but, people that can engage the Bible and get the most out of it, 
people who can see every-way the Bible can speak into our life, and how it can help 
connect better and understand God better.

So, for this group we will be doing that with the Gospel of Matthew.  We will work our 
way through the book, keeping in mind that it is a single piece of writing.

Context, Genre, and audience of Matthew:

The Book of Matthew, is one of 4 books which tells the story of Jesus.   It is written in 
the genre of a Grecko-Roman biography.  This is much like modern day biographies, 
in that it tells the story of someones life. And much like modern day biographies, the 
stories that get told, the areas that get emphasized, color how we understand the 
subject of the biography, in this case Jesus.

Thus, with each of the four different Gospels (which just means the good news), you 
have slightly different things trying to be communicated.  All of them are pointing to 
Jesus as the one who changes everything, the one who brings us into connection with 
God and each-other.  But each Gospel  is written to a particular audience, trying to 
highlight something in particular about Jesus.



The Gospel of Matthew, was written to a primarily Jewish audience.  The struggle of 
this Jewish audience was that they came to believe that they were “okay”, that they 
could deserve God's affirmation and love through their own effort and status.  You will 
see this expressed in over reliance in their identity as Jewish, and them turning God's 
Law (of the Old Testament) into a matter of their own efforts. In short, it all came down 
to them.

Furthermore, they believed that if they adhered to the Law, God would send a new 
king, the Messiah, to overcome the Romans who ruled them, and restore the Jewish 
people into power.

The same issue for us:

We today also deal with this same issue, but it often wears different clothes. Today 
most of us still place our sense of “okayness” in things that ultimately comes down to 
us. (Our effort, our standing, our reputation, something that comes down to me.)

To get the most our of this Gospel you have to read that part of yourself into the 
Jewish people that Jesus interacts with. 

How Matthew addresses this problem:

Matthew addresses this through Jesus' establishing of the Kingdom of Heaven.  That 
he is bringing in a new rule, it is not the political rule the Jews expect, but it is much 
bigger.  The Kingdom of Heaven is where all wrongs are righted, injustice is gone, and 
we are in perfect connection with God and each-other.  

However, and here is the big thing, it is not through out effort, our work, our 
excellence, our ability to get it all right that we participate in this kingdom.  It is, in fact, 
through our meekness, our awareness that we need help we can't give ourselves, that 
we can't do it on our own, but need God.  That is how we get to participate in the 
kingdom.  

So that will the be the backdrop, the big context to all we read in Matthew.  


