
Ephesians 3 - New International Version (NIV) translation to English 

3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that 

is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, 

then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 

known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 

apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God 

with freedom and confidence. 13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my 

sufferings for you, which are your glory. 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family[a] in heaven and on earth 

derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 

you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 

people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,19 and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Footnotes: 

a. Ephesians 3:15 The Greek for family (patria) is derived from the Greek for father (pater). 
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POINTS OF INTEREST: 
 

● “I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles...” 
○ Similar to more contemporary revolutionaries like Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

Mohandas Gandhi, Paul was in and out of prison.  Jailed by the religious and societal authorities 
he upset with his message that Jesus is unifying long-time enemies.  Many of his letters that 
make up the Bible’s New Testament were written from prison.  And yet he seems to have 
understood his imprisonments as advancing Christ’s mission.  Wow!  Talk about perspective! 
He’s in jail, and his thought is:  “this is the best thing that can happen!” 

● “The mystery made known to me by revelation” 
○ The word “mystery” is a favorite of Paul’s throughout this letter.  Mysteries are things that are 

hidden or not fully seen and understood for a period of time, and then the reveal is a real 
“wow” experience.  (Ever read a mystery novel?)  Paul’s message to the Ephesian churches is 
that unity between Jews and Gentiles is such a “wow” reveal.  Many of them may have not seen 
this coming, but it is key to Jesus’ mission. 

● “Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people” 
○ Paul is not bragging that he gets to be the one to reveal this mystery.  It just happens to be him, 

by no merit of his. 
● “ His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms” 
○ Churches, according to Paul, have been given the job of demonstrating to the world this now 

fully-revealed wisdom of God:  they are supposed to live out Christ’s unifying mission.  And, 
evidently, that will not only illustrate something powerful to Ephesian society, it will also 
powerfully show that Jesus-centered spirituality is superior to those other spiritual dead-ends 
Ephesian culture was known for pursuing.  Remember: “rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms” was a way Paul referred to Ephesian magic and superstition.  Paul is down on these 
things not because he thinks they’re fake.  He seems to acknowledge they have power; the 
problem with them is that apparently they’re hurting Christ’s mission for unity. 

● “I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you” 
○ Again, Paul may be suffering as a prisoner, but he doesn’t see this as a bad thing for Christ’s 

mission.  He sees it as a good thing.  And his belief for the Ephesians is that, if they feel as 
connected to God’s incredible love as he does, they will have the same confidence in Christ’s 
mission, and their discouragement will fade away.  This section ends with a beautiful prayer for 
them to experience that sort of love. 


