
To keep in mind as you read: 

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is flipping things on their head, it is showing that we find our value 
and worthiness in our connection to God, not our own stature or effort.

2. If you come across something that is confusing or challenging, use it as a chance to interact 
with Jesus.

If you want to read daily, it is broken into 10 days (which gives you 2 days off between tomorrow 
and the next group). The next day will always start on a new page. HAVE FUN!

Day 1

8 :1 When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2 A man with leprosy 
came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he 
was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my 
servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”

7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”

8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I
tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.”

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not 
found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the 
west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant 
was healed at that moment.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15 He 
touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.

16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the 
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah:

“He took up our infirmities

    and bore our diseases.”

8:18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the 



lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”

20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.”

21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the 
lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke 
him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”

26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and 
the waves, and it was completely calm.

27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 
him!”

28 When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes,two demon-possessed men coming 
from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way.29 “What do you want 
with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?”

30 Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding.31 The demons begged Jesus, “If you 
drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

32 He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the
steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33 Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and 
reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 Then the whole town 
went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region.

Points of interest:

 The healing of the Roman Centurion along with Jesus' explanations shows that the Kingdom of 
Heaven will go beyond the Jews, thus one cannot just rely on their identity as Jewish. 

 The stories of healings exemplifies the only requirement of participating in the Kingdom of 
Heaven is being awareness of our need for him.

 The call let the dead bury their own dead, was a reference to a requirement of the Old Testament
Law that you must bury your family. This shows that is not through following the right rules, 
that we find the fullness of life the Kingdom of Heaven offers us.



Day 2

9:1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a 
paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your 
sins are forgiven.”

3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is 
easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your 
mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled 
with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man.

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate 
with him and his disciples.11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn 
what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

14 Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often, but your 
disciples do not fast?”

15 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will 
come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.

16 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the 
garment, making the tear worse. 17 Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into 
new wineskins, and both are preserved.”

18 While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has
just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and went with him, 
and so did his disciples.

20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”

22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said,“your faith has healed you.” And the 
woman was healed at that moment.

23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing 
pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 25 After the 
crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this 



spread through all that region.

27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of 
David!”

28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I 
am able to do this?”

“Yes, Lord,” they replied.

29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; 30 and their 
sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But they went out
and spread the news about him all over that region.

32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessedand could not talk was brought to 
Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was 
amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

Points of interest

 The events of this chapter fully establish the paradigm's of the Jewish people are getting flipped
on their head. It is not through following the right rules, but by looking to Jesus that we find the 
forgiveness, healing, and freedom.



Day 3

10:1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to 
heal every disease and sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter 
any town of the Samaritans.6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: 
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

9 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the journey or 
extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, 
search there for some worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. 12 As you enter the home, 
give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace 
return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and 
shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on 
the day of judgment than for that town.

16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent 
as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 
synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them 
and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At 
that time you will be given what to say,20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 
parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who 
stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I 
tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to 
be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called 
Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!

26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that 
will not be made known.27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your 
ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.29 Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 



sparrows.

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to turn

“‘a man against his father,

    a daughter against her mother,

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

36     a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake
will find it.

40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, 
that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

Points of Interest

 Although it is clear that the Kingdom will be expanding beyond Jews, Matthew wants to make 
it clear to his Jewish audience that Jesus was not just here for Gentiles, but was also here for the
Jews.  In fact, he sent his disciples out to reach them first.  This would allow a Jewish reader to 
see that they could still embrace Jewish identity and follow Jesus, as long as it was not their 
identity they relied on alone.

 The troubling passage (vv. 34-39) is Jesus declaring that he is upending the status quo, he is not 
here to maintain the previous paradigm, but establish the paradigm of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Thus, the reference of turning man against father is not about rejecting our families, but rather 
rejecting our reliance on our heritage or familial identity to give us value.  In this new Kingdom
you are not valuable because of your family line or Jewish heritage, you are valuable just by 
knowing Jesus.  And thus, anything you sacrifice you make, giving up the things you hold onto 
to make yourself feel valuable, will actually be your great gain.



Day 4

11:1After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach
in the towns of Galilee.

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 
written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

    who will prepare your way before you.’

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been 
raiding it.13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept 
it, he is the Elijah who was to come.15 Whoever has ears, let them hear.

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling out to others:

17 “‘We played the pipe for you,

    and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge,

    and you did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, because 
they did not repent.21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were 
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of 
judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go 
down to Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would 
have remained to this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of 
judgment than for you.”



25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is 
what you were pleased to do.

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Points of Interest 

 This passage would reveal to the Jewish readers that they should have no question that Jesus 
was the Messiah

 Jesus says about the towns that didn't receive his disciples “it will be more bearable for Sodom 
on the day of judgment than for you.”(v. 24)  What he express' is because he is angry that they 
missed out on seeing the Kingdom of Heaven, and thus missed out on all that he was trying to 
offer.  And that will be worse than what happened in Sodom.  

◦ Sodom was destroyed (Genesis 19) because of their lack of hospitality, (Ezekiel 16:49 
“Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant,overfed 
and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.)  And it was because of these towns 
lack of hospitality that they did not receive the disciples and the good news they had to 
share. 



Day 5  (Read for next group)

12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry 
and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to 
him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”

3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—
which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law 
that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell
you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I
desire mercy, not sacrifice,’you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is 
Lord of the Sabbath.”

9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was
there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on
the Sabbath?”

11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not 
take hold of it and lift it out?12 How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is 
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely 
restored, just as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill 
Jesus.

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd followed him, and he healed all who 
were ill. 16 He warned them not to tell others about him. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through
the prophet Isaiah:

18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen,

    the one I love, in whom I delight;

I will put my Spirit on him,

    and he will proclaim justice to the nations.

19 He will not quarrel or cry out;

    no one will hear his voice in the streets.

20 A bruised reed he will not break,

    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,

till he has brought justice through to victory.

21     In his name the nations will put their hope.”

Points of Interest

 Jesus showed that the end goal is not to keep rules, there is a bigger goal.  And he has come to 
fulfill that as the Messiah.



Day 6

12:22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, 
so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of
David?”

24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this 
fellow drives out demons.”

25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, 
and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is 
divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?27 And if I drive out demons by 
Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by 
the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first 
ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house.

30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 And so I 
tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is 
recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For the 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 35 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in 
him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that everyone 
will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 37 For by 
your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from
you.”

39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except 
the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge 
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of 
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South will rise 
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she camefrom the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is here.

43 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not 
find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, 
swept clean and put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than 
itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first. That is
how it will be with this wicked generation.”



46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to
him. 47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.”

48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his disciples, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.”

Points of interest

 This again shows the reality of the counterfeit kingdom, that since we live in a richly spiritual 
world, we can't really live free of influence.  We must be aware that there is something that will 
try to lead us away from the life Jesus wants for us.

 In light the context, the strong indictment that you can't be forgiven for rejecting the work of the
Holy Spirit, is Jesus rebuking the Pharisees.  They have just seen him do something amazing 
and something obviously good, however they call it work of evil.  If they are unwilling to 
acknowledge the good work Jesus does right in front of them, then they won't be able to find the
freedom in their own hearts that Jesus is trying to lead them towards.  The forgiveness Jesus 
speaks of, is an act of restoration, where we can be lead into relationship with God and others. 
However, if they won't even acknowledge that he is trying to do this work, then they will 
obviously miss it. 



Day 7

13:1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it 
did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up,
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”

11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to 
you, but not to them.12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever 
does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables:

“Though seeing, they do not see;
    though hearing, they do not hear or understand.

14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;

    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.

15 For this people’s heart has become calloused;

    they hardly hear with their ears,

    and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,

    hear with their ears,

    understand with their hearts

and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell you, 
many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it.

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their 
heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who 
hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short 
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed 
falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers 
to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 



field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where 
then did the weeds come from?’

28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with 
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the 
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”

31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is likea mustard seed, which a man took and 
planted in his field.32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”

33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a
parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:

“I will open my mouth in parables,

    I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.”

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds in the field.”

37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and 
the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one,39 and the 
enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of 
Man will send out his angels,and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all 
who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of 
great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all 



kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.49 This is how it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.

“Yes,” they replied.

52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom of 
heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54 Coming to his hometown, he 
began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked.55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his 
mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?56 Aren’t all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.”

58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.

Points of Interest

 These parables are inviting people to come and interact with Jesus, they are purposfully difficult
to understand without Jesus' explination. Thus, they not only teach about the kingdom of God, 
but invite people into interaction with Jesus.  They are forcing people into relationship, forcing 
people to admit they don't have it figured out, forcing people to come to Jesus and ask for help. 
In short, they are a lived example of what the Kingdom of God is all about.

 For more on this, check BLV podcast from Aug 28, 2014 (Parable of the weeds) and our 4 week
series on the parables (From Nov 1 – Nov 22, 2014)



Day 8

14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to his attendants, “This 
is John the Baptist;he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”

3 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, 4 for John had been saying to him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.”5 Herod wanted 
to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered John a prophet.

6 On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and pleased Herod so much 7 that
he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me
here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” 9 The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and 
his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His 
head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother.12 John’s disciples 
came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of 
this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion on them and healed their sick.

15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already 
getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”

16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.Then he 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied,
and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.21 The number of 
those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd.23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself
to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from 
land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

29 “Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw 



the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you 
doubt?”

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.33 Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place 
recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to 
him36 and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak,and all who touched it were 
healed.

Points of Interest

 You can see the authority of the day becoming more and more agitated with Jesus, that his 
message is disturbing the status quo.

 The episode of Jesus on the Lake shows that he has rule over all, even the weather.  He is not 
only category breaking in philosophy, but in every-way.

 This all culminates in the disciples starting to realize the fulness of who Jesus really is. 



Day 9

15:1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do 
your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God 
said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to 
death.’ 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or 
mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the 
word of God for the sake of your tradition.7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about
you:

8 “‘These people honor me with their lips,

    but their hearts are far from me.

9 They worship me in vain;

    their teachings are merely human rules.’”

10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth 
does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”

12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when 
they heard this?”

13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the 
roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”

15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”

16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into
the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from 
the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person;but eating with unwashed 
hands does not defile them.”

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that
vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.”

23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she 
keeps crying out after us.”

24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.

26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”



28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter 
was healed at that moment.

29 Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many 
others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.31 The people were amazed when they saw the 
mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the 
God of Israel.

32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people; they have already 
been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may 
collapse on the way.”

33 His disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a 
crowd?”

34 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.

“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.”

35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the 
people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken 
pieces that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate was four thousand men, besides women and 
children. 39 After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of 
Magadan.

Points of Interest

 Again we see Jesus highlighting that the Pharisees have missed the point, in thinking that they 
will find their worthiness in how well they follow the letter of the law. 

 The interaction with the Canaanite women again points to the expansion of the Kingdom of 
Heaven to beyond just Jews.

 The feeding of the crowd, not only highlights that all is possible in Jesus, but it also highlights 
that Jesus will never run out in his ability to provide for and feed us.



Day 10
 16:1The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign 
from heaven.

2 He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ 3 and in the 
morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous 
generation looks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.”Jesus then left them and 
went away.

5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. 6 “Be careful,” Jesus said to 
them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7 They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.”

8 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves 
about having no bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five 
thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and 
how many basketfuls you gathered? 11 How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you 
about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they 
understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the 
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?”

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.”

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Points of Interest

 Dun Dun DUUUNNNNN.... Can't you hear the dramatic music?  This is where who Jesus is 
and now what he is doing is made plain.  He is the Messiah, he has come to bring in the new 
Kingdom.  If you were a 1st century Jew you would have seen all the hints of it (which we have 
tried to highlight up to this point), but now here it is.  All the evidence was pointing that way, all
the pieces were lining up, and now we confirm it! Jesus “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.”


